
A Nelspruit banana 
farmer has signed an 
agreement to rehabilitate 
Giba Farm, which was 
once the biggest banana 
supplier to South Africa’s 
major supermarkets. 
And de-bushing has 
already started. 

Ian ‘Mehlwana’ 
Lawrence, who’s been  
a commercial farmer 
for more than 20 years, 
was approached by 
Mpumalanga premier 
David Mabuza to 
rehabilitate three of 
the province’s farms.

Lawrence will rent  
416ha of Giba. The 
agreement he signed 
includes mentorship 
and employment of 
400 beneficiaries of the 
land with a 6% salary 
increase each year. 

It also includes  
sending one of the 
beneficiary’s matriculated 
children to college each 
year. This will be only 
for those who show a 
passion for working in 
the agriculture industry, 
said Lawrence. 

Those who want to 
become supervisors will 
also be sent for training. 

This, said Lawrence, 
will enable him to create 
“a dedicated, trained and 
hard-working team”.

RELIABLE PARTNERS
MEC for Agriculture, 
Rural Development and 
Land Administration 
Candith Mashego-Dlamini 
said government wants 
to help farmers partner 
with reliable investors 
and mentors in order 
for the farms to start 
producing again.

One thing that led to  
this farm and others  
falling flat “is when 
beneficiaries find an 
investor but do not 
know what it is that 

they’re signing,” said 
Mashego-Dlamini. 

Lucas Mlimi, chairperson 
of Giba Farm, agreed 
with Mashego-Dlamini’s 
comment, saying that 
Giba failed due to 
poor management and 
lack of knowledge. 

“We had a 50-50 
partnership with a certain 
company. However, our 
directors were not educated 
and they did not know 
what was going on in the 
signed papers,” said Mlimi. 

He also said that 
the beneficiaries were 
looking forward to 
working with Lawrence. 
“We are very grateful 
for this partnership 
with Mehlwana and the 
assistance the government 
has given us. This farm 
will soon be what it used 
to be, and we’ll be the 
biggest supplier of bananas 
in the country,” he said.

INFRASTRUCTURE
At the moment, the buster 
pump isn’t functioning 
properly, the reservoir is 
leaking and the farm’s 
general infrastructure 
is in a poor state. 

Lawrence has committed 
himself to fixing the 
pump and reservoir and 
also refurbishing the 
buildings on the land. 

Some of these buildings 
will be for leasing 
purposes, while another 
will be occupied by the 
soon-to-be-appointed 
farm manager. 

Mpumalanga’s 
agriculture department has 
also given a R200 million 
grant and four tractors 
to assist with the farm’s 
rehabilitation.

Of the 295 farms in 
the province that the 
government has returned 
to their previous owners, 
180 are in dire need of 
assistance. – Lolo Madonsela

To underscore their 
ongoing commitment to 
conservation, the 28 wine 
farmers who comprise 
the Greater Simonsberg 
Conservancy have 
opened the Simonsberg 
Environmental Education 
Centre at Delvera 
in Stellenbosch.

A non-profit organisation 
that assists private 
landowners in the area 
surrounding Simonsberg, 
the conservancy wants the 
centre to formalise public 
access to the conservancy.

“Our aim is to open the 
facility to the community, 
sharing the resources 
with pre-existing projects 
and agencies,” said Nora 
Sperling-Thiel, one of 
the Greater Simonsberg 
Conservancy’s founding 
members and co-proprietor 
of Delheim wine farm.

TRAINING
Apart from serving  
as a base for co-ordination 
and management of  
the conservancy, the  
new facility will be  
used as a venue to run 
courses in “anything 
from indigenous plant 
propagation to owl-box 
building for children, 
skills for fire fighting and 

anything in-between,” 
said Sperling-Thiel.

The conservancy was 
established by private 
landowners in 2004 , 
under Cape Nature’s 
Stewardship Programme. 

EXPANDING
The five founding 
wine farms – Delheim, 
Elsenburg, East Hill, Le 
Bonheur and Warwick 
– are located around 
Klapmutskop. 

In 2009, a full-time 
conservation officer was 
employed to manage 
the conservancy. And 
it has since expanded 
into the farmlands 
surrounding Simonsberg.

The Greater Simonsberg 
Conservancy covers 
more than 5 000ha with 
approximately 32% of 
the total area set aside 
for conservation. 

All members are actively 
involved in conservation 
initiatives on their wine 
farms. – Denene Erasmus 
•	 The Simonsberg 
Environmental Education 
Centre will initially be 
open by appointment only. 
For bookings and further 
information contact Georgina 
Thomas on 079 276 3638, or at 
conservancy@delvera.co.za.
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 LAND REFORM 

Experienced farmer to 
help revive Giba Farm

ABOVE:
The Greater 
Simonsberg 

Conservancy is 
home to more 

than 60 bird 
species, 120 

indigenous 
plants, at least 

24 geophytic 
plant species 

(bulbs), a wide 
variety of trees 

and larger 
shrubs, a range 

of reptiles, 
including 

tortoises, lizards, 
chameleons  

(pictured above)
and snakes, and 
mammals such 

as vlei rats, 
striped mice, 

duikers, dassies 
and porcupines.

COURTESY OF 
THE GREATER 
SIMONSBERG 

CONSERVANCY

 CONSERVATION 

Simonsberg 
Environmental 
Education Centre 
opens to public


